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Although University Police 
say they can justify their rea- 
soning for buying the new SUV, 
some students disagree with 
the purchase and use of funds. . 

"Buying the vehicle was a 
waste of students’ money,” said 
Evan Werntz, a secondary edu- 
cation major. "The money could 
have been spent on radar detec- 
tors, more security, or for ex- 
panding parking.” 

Randy Patrick, a broadcast 
journalism major, said he 
thinks the money should have 
been spent to benefit LSUS' 
traffic problems. 


See POLICE PAGE 6 


the new LSUS Police truck pa- 
trolling around campus and di- 
recting traffic. 

The vehicle, a 2004 Dodge 
Durango, was purchased by 
University Police this year. The 
money for the new sport utility 
vehicle was taken from the 
safety fund, which is made up 
of safety fees LSUS stidents 
pay each year. The fund also 
pays for the upkeep of campus 
equipment and re-striping the 
parking lots. These funds are 
used exclusively for issues 


dealing with safety on campus. 
d C ? > 
ustomer service program 


teaches Campus manners 


nections is to be able to commu- 
nicate positively,” said Susan 
Beal, director of the center for 
business and economic research 
and the coordinator of the Con- 
nections program. "I was so im- 


BY Nikki MorRA 


more friendly environment on 
campus, LSUS has implement- 
ed a plan to teach everyone how 


- pti pressed 

i with the 
plan isa a a 
result Of “The whole concept of that vol 
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Change Connections isto be able to be the 
Team, a : a _ a 
group to communicate positively. oan 
made fe 
up of 10 
faculty -Susan Beal Poe ae 
aoe Connections coordinator ulty and 
cn student 
a workers 
pa: would at- 
from all Wie 


over campus whose purpose is 
to improve the quality of servic- 
es offered by LSUS. This com- 
mittee is responsible for 
bringing Connections, a cus- 
tomer service program, to our 
campus. The program was cre- 
ated by the Noel-Levitz compa- 
ny. 


three-hour classes that take 
place once a week for three 
weeks, totaling nine hours of 
training. During the sessions, 
participants will watch instruc- 
tional videos, practice role play- 
ing situations and go through 
textbook material to learn how 


"The whole concept of Con- SEE T PAGE 


Officer ome Se Hoots poses for a 
Durango. Hoots has been with 


BY BEVERLY BEDSOLE 
GURLEY 


Jazz lovers: listen up. 
Whether you play an instru- 
ment or just enjoy the 
rhythm, LSUS is bringing a 
jazz band to your doorstep. 
Beginning this semester, a 
new scholarship program is 
being offered to all gradu- 
ate and undergraduate 
LSUS students. Under the@ 
musical hands of Allen Swil- 


performing this spring, 4 
on and off campus. 

Allen Swilley is also 
the music director and 
conductor of the Shreveport 
Metropolitan Concert Band 
at LSUS. While that band is 
made up of students and 
members from the communi- 
ty, the Jazz Band will be 
made up of only LSUS stu- 
dents. 

The Jazz Band will be 
formed from the students in 
the class Music 110. The pro- 
gram allows for 15 scholar- 


ley, LSUS is organizing ag) 
Jazz Band that will begin / G,. 


Anpre” Menaro 


hoto in front of the new Dodge 
e department for five years. 


Jazz program otters 
scholarships, culture 


ships to be given each semes- 
ter. Students who play in the 
band will earn one credit 

hour and $500 a semester. 
According to Merrell 
Knighten, dean of the Col- 
lege of Liberal Arts, the class 
will accommodate 15 to 20 
students. He said it's not 
too late sign 


5 — up; seats are 
Foil 
open. 
Interested  stu- 
dents should con- 
tact the college of 


Also, the 
liberal arts de- 
partment is 
currently 
looking into an 
advanced mu- 
sic class that 
would allow students to con- 
tinue in the music program. 

"LSUS contributes to the 
cultural climate of the com- 
munity and this is a great 
way to do that," said Dr. John 
S. Vassar, chairman of fine 
arts department. 
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Corrections 


No corrections this week. 


Editorial Policy ~ 

The information presented in this publication by no means reflects the 
opinions of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Almagest seeks to provide 
information for the LSUS campus and community; to involve students, faculty 
and staff; and to provide a public forum for ideas as guaranteed in the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. Letters to the Editor are encouraged. Howev- 
er, the staff reserves the right to edit letters for clarity, length, and content. Any 
letter submitted by a club or organization must be signed by all members of the 
group or by the group's president. The Almages! reserves the right not to pub- 
lish submitted materials. 


The Almagest is published on Thursday mornings and is printed by the Natchitoches 
Times, 

Coniments and complaints are welcome and should be addressed to Candice Leone, 
Editor-in-Chief, They must be accompanied by your full name and email address. 


VOTE!-VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! 
For Your Favorite Political Flicks 


(NAPSI)—From Jimmy Stewart in "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" to Martin 
Sheen in "The West Wing,” TV and film have long captivated American audiences 
with vivid portrayals of political figures, made politics a source of intrigue for mass 
audiences and, in some cases, colored the democratic process itself. 

With election season already upon us, and in the interest of offering a Holly- 
wood-style dose of patriotism for all Americans, The Columbia House Company- 
the nation's largest direct marketer of home entertainment-offers this list of its 10 
best army Presidential-themed DVDs: 

o "Air Force One" (1997)-The President (Harrison Ford) must do battle with ter- 
rorists aboard the nation's most famous private plane. 

o "J.F.K." (1991)-Conspiracy theorists got a lot to think about in Oliver Stone's 
telling of the events surrounding the Kennedy assassination. All-star cast includes 
Kevin Costner, Tommy Lee Jones, Donald Sutherland, John Candy, Sissy Spacek 
and Walter Matthau. 

o "West Wing Complete Seasons 1 and 2" (1999 and 2000)- See how the Bartlet 
administration began. 

o "The American President" (1995)-Written by "West Wing” creator Aaron 
Sorkin, this romantic fable surrounds a widower President (Michael Douglas) and 
the political activist (Annette Bening) who catches his eye. 

o "Dave" (1993)-Kevin Kline does double duty as a Presidential look-alike who's 
brought in to impersonate the Commander in Chief. 

o "The Fog of War" (2003)-Oscar-winning documentary about former Secretary 
of Defense Robert McNamara and the controversial decisions he made during the 
Vietnam War. 

o "The Manchurian Candidate" (1962)-A tense and intelligent political thriller 
about thought control, assassination and multinational conspiracy. 

o 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" (1939)-Jimmy Stewart as a naive idealist ap- 
pointed to the U.S. Senate, where he discovers corruption and power plays. 

o “Bulworth" (1998)-In this political satire, rich, liberal Senator Wanton Beatty) 
i 7 nervous breakdown and starts reconnecting with his constituents by going 

ip-hop. 
ve Ail the President's Men" (1976)-Reporters Bob Woodward (Robert Redford) 
and Carl Bernstein (Dustin Hoffman) uncover the scandal that brought down a 
President. 
This campaign season, Almagest readers may enjoy catching a political flick. 


Girls & SPORTS 
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The Almagest letters policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through letters to the editor. Letters should be typed 
and double spaced, Please include your classification and major. Letters should be submit- 
ted to the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding the Thursday publi- 
cation date. Obscene, libelous and anonymous letters will not be printed. 


The Almagest reserves the right to edit all letters. 
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‘Lighten up Louisiana’ 
campaign comes to LSUS 


BY CHAUNTE ROBINSON 

Mary Hawkins, assistant profes- 
sor of kinesiology and health science, 
has combined the community health 


Gamers face off in SAB’s 
Madden 2005 Challenge 


Among the competitors is last year's 
winner, Joseph Pullig. 

Andrew Vantassel, a junior history 
major, said he is not specifically cheering 
for any competitor. 


BY CHRIS GRAY 


Today marks the first day of the Of- 
fice of Student Activities’ Madden 2005 
Challenge. The competition will begin 


gram is that it is free. This is an op- 
portunity for students, faculty and 
staff to utilize the HPE center, which 
includes a walking track, pool, and 


during Common Hour in the University "T've heard of the real bi ' ‘ Ak i : : 

} 2 g tourna rogram with the "Lighten Up weightlifting and exercise equipment. 
Center, with aA Raa pee one-on- ments...where you win big prizes, like cone program. 6 P Hawkins and Donna Austin, dean of 
wi abba aes: scent less money and things,” said Vantassel. "This The on-campus community continuing education, are construct- 


The challenge will be held each Com- 
mon Hour until only two people remain. 
The last two competitors will face off in a 
final showdown played on the big screen 
television downstairs in the UC. The 

“winner will take home a copy of Madden 
2005 for Playstation 2. 

"Last year, this event did really well 
and it was popular,” said Jennifer Klim- 
iuk, Rec Sports coordinator. "We had 16 
people last time and now we have 19 or 


just sounds like a bunch of LSUS stu- 
dents getting together to play video 
games.” 

Vantassel said he wasn't going to 
sign up or attend the challenge, but if he 
did he would choose the New Orleans 
Saints as his team, because "no one ever 
sees them win anyway." 

The OSA is also planning a similar 
event in the spring, the NCAA Final Four 
Challenge. 


ing a "Lighten Up Louisiana” class on- 
line on Blackboard. The Blackboard 
class will allow participants to keep 
track of their activity and to commu- 
nicate with other team members. 
Steven Geter, a junior kinesiology 
major, said he joined the program be- 
cause he needed some sort of struc- 
ture to keep up his exercise goals. 
Geter, the team captain of his group, 


health program offers fitness classes 
to students and faculty, free of charge. 
Some of the more popular classes are 
kickboxing and Pilates. Although the 
community health program started 
last August, many employees and stu- 
dents are not aware that such pro- 
grams exist on campus. 

In conjunction with the communi- 
ty health classes, Hawkins has organ- 


more, so the turn out is good.” 


‘Understanding Plagiarism’ 


fails to reach 


By Lori RUSSELL 


Questions about the controversial 
plagiarism book seem to remain in the 
minds of LSUS students. 

"Understanding Plagiarism” is, as a 
requirement, listed as a necessary text 
on each professor's syllabus. But how 
many students are actually purchasing 
the book? A survey 
given to about 45 stu- 
dents showed _ that 
none of them  pur- 
chased the book. In 
fact, out of the current 
4,200 students enrolled 
at LSUS, only 85 have 
bought the book from 
July 2- Sept. 2, said 
Robert Lewis, director 
of Auxiliary Services at 
LSUS. 

"The results are 
shocking,” said Lewis. 
"I really thought we 
had sold a lot more 
than that." 

Dr. Larry Ander- 
- son, chairman of the English depart- 
ment, said that he does not give a test 
on the book material, but he does offer 
an extra credit grade for students who 
complete a small quiz about the book. 

"If a problem arises about plagia- 
rism, the student cannot say that he or 
she did not understand how plagiarism 
worked," said Anderson. "It puts the re- 
sponsibility on the student." 

The problem of plagiarism has been 
in progress for several years, and two 
years ago, a committee formed to create 
a solution. Members of the committee 


“Every semester there 
seems to be at least 
one student that | have 
to send to the Student 
Conduct Board on 
account of plagiarism.” 


-Stephen Brennan 
LSUS English professor 


expectations 


decided to select a book that would help 
students understand what plagiarism 
actually is. 

So, has it worked? Not yet, accord- 
ing to some professors. 

"Every semester there seems to be 
at least one student that I have to send 
to the Student Conduct Board on ac- 
count of plagiarism,” said Dr. Stephen 
Brennan, LSUS 
English professor. 

Brennan said 
that although he 
has not given a 
test on the book in 
the past, he re- 
quires every stu- 
dent to sign a 
waiver stating that 
they understand 
the definition of 
plagiarism. Bren- 
nan said he is 
planning to give a 
test on the book 
possibly as early 
as this semester, 
but definitely in semesters to come. 

"Most students plead ignorance to 
the rules of plagiarism,” said Brennan. 
"This book gives them all the guidelines 
they need to understand plagiarism. | 
resent having to take time away from 
class to go over the fundamentals ... It is 
something that they should already 
know.” 

Brennan said that contrary to belief, 
it is not only poor students who commit 
plagiarism. 

“Even really good students that I 
normally like get overloaded and think 
they can get away with it," he said. 


ized a "Lighten Up Louisiana" 
campaign on campus. "Light- 
en Up Louisiana” is a 
five-month competi- 
tion—which be- 
gan Aug. 30 f 
and ends J 
Jan. 31,4 
2005- that 
encour- 
ages 
Louisia- 
nians to 
develop 
healthy 
activi- 
ties and 
eating 
habits. 
"Lighten 
Up" is< 
— — 
by the Louisiana ar- Sah 
ernor's Council on Physical Fit- 
ness and Sports and the Office of 
Public Health. The program is de- 
signed to encourage activity and fos- 
ter healthier eating habits, and 
currently has only 42 participants. 

To get started in the program indi- 
viduals must form teams of 2 to 10 
and target one or two primary areas of 
achievement: weight loss and accu- 
mulated activity. Teams can enter in 
either category or both. 

Although the program is already 
underway, individuals whe are inter- 
ested in forming teams may register 
online at http://www.lightenu- 
plouisiana.org. 

Team captains will be responsible 
for keeping track of and recording 
member activity and miles. Individu- 
als who prefer to exercise alone can 
still join a team and have their accu- 
mulated activity count toward a goal. 

One of the best benefits of the pro- 


also said he wants to 
accomplish a life- 
long commit- 
ment towards 
exercise. 
The 
most im- 
portant 


ready exer- 
cise, but I 
needed to change 
"J my diet by eating 
Ff the right kinds of 
"7 foods," said Geter. Chery] 
f Crain, facilities manager, is 
on a team with nine other 
members. Crain said that she joined 
the program to help with her motiva- 
tion and initiative to exercise. 
"My goal is to run four miles with- 
out stopping,” said Crain. 


SIX DAYS. NO NIGHTS. 


(you can sleep when you die) 


uskithis.com 


+-88UJ-SKITHIS 
(1-888-754-8447) 
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OSA welcomes new workers Sports Roundup 


BY SABRINA NAuDIN ———— 


Jennifer Klimiuk is the new 
full-time coordinator for Rec 
Sports, and Kristi Leleux is 
teaming up with Michael Ryan- 
ware to fill the position of 
Graduate Assistants Technical 
Service Coordinator. 

Kristi Leleux, a transfer 
student from Northwestern 
State University in Natchi- 
toches, is originally from 
Opelousas. At Northwestern, 
she was a student ambassador 
and a student worker for four 
years. Leleux originally ap- 
plied for a graduate assistant- 
ship in the business 
department, but was referred 
to the Office of Student Activi- 
ties. Ryanware and Leleux's 
duties vary from booking 
reservations at the University 
Center for lectures or speeches 

to coordinating any kind 
of events happening on the 
campus in collaboration with 
SAB. 

Leleux said she likes her 
new job and loves the atmos- 
phere at LSUS, because it is 
smaller than Northwestern. 
She said she especially enjoys 
interacting with students. The 
most rewarding thing is seeing 


Kenan Vejzagic, a graduate student in charge of OSA market- 
ing, works in the office with Jennifer Klimiuk, Kristi Leleux 


and Michael Ryanware. 
students show up at organized 
events and enjoying them- 
selves, she said. 

When it comes to sports, 
on the other hand, it is Jennifer 
Klimiuk's responsibility to 
make sure that students have a 
good time. Originally from 
Delaware, she and her family 
came to Shreveport because of 
her dad's job at General Mo- 
tors. She got her bachelor's de- 
gree in psychology at Cameron 
University in Oklahoma. While 
attending LSUS, she came 
across Rec Sports on the 


school's Web site and found a 
job opening for training offi- 
cials. After Brian Schimdt, 
LSUS's former Rec Sports coor- 
dinator left, the job was offered 
to her. 

Klimiuk is a full-time em- 
ployee, but she is also currently 
working on her master's degree 
in kinesiology. She coordinates 
all Rec Sports events.She said 
she loves her job, because it is 
varied and she gets to do many 
different things. 

“Everyone is very helpful 
and friendly,” said Klimiuk. 


Planning ahead can improve 
pre-game tailgate parties 


(NAPSI)-A football game 
isn’t a football game, according 


to many fans, without the tra-- 


ditional tailgate party. Here are 
some tips on getting the most 
fun out of it: 

e Plan your menu and do 
prep work a day or two before 
the game. Keep the menu sim- 
ple and pack prepared food in 
disposable containers. 

@ Make a list of the items 
you want to take along so you 
can check off items as you pack. 
You can pack everything but 
food the night before. Remem- 
ber such items as a small first- 
aid kit, trash bags, water, and 
damp towels in sandwich bags 
to clean hands and face. 

@ Fly a flag on a very high 
pole so friends can find you. 

@ Food should be ready an 
hour and a half before the 
game starts, This gives you 
plenty of time to eat, clean up 
and extinguish fires. 

@ Like at a campsite, it's 


important that you leave the 
area clean. Dedicated tailgaters 
always respect their surround- 
ings and leave them clean. Be- 
gin thinking about food and 
friends for the next game. 
Things you won't want to 
forget include jumper cables, 
toilet paper, 


abe 


up, - 
extra 
ice, 

first-aid 
kit, 


can be even 
easier 


to hold on to in a windy park- 
ing lot. The first-ever ergonom- 
ically designed line of 


.disposable plastic cups and 


plates from Solo is now avail- 
able in stores. 

The ergonomic designs fit 
the hand more comfortably and 
securely than conventional de- 
signs because they're specifical- 
ly made to work with the way 
your hands are built and the 
way they move. 


BY KEMISHA WARE 


Louisiana State University 


at Shreveport men's basketball 
head coach Chad McDowell 
leads the Pilots into the 2004-05 
seasons, in defense of their 21- 
12 record. The schedule is 
highlighted by 12 home games, 
including tilts against in-state 
opponents Xavier University 
and Dillard University. 

Although the Pilots have 
previously defeated both Dil- 
lard and Xavier, LSUS lost to 
both teams in their final regu- 
lar-season meetings. The Pilots 
fell to Xavier 86-98 at home and 
struggled against Dillard on 
the road, dropping that game 
73-88. 

Two of the Pilots’ road 
games include a short trip to 
Natchitoches to face non-con- 
ference opponent Northwest- 
ern State and a trip to 
Hammond to face Southeast- 
ern Louisiana University. 

LSUS will play an 18-game 
Gulf Coast Athletic Conference 
schedule, which includes home 
games against Loyola Universi- 
ty, Tougaloo College and the 
University of Mobile. 


all throwa out 
with the help 


of kids like me, 
“Ana, age iG 


According to McDowell, 
who is the reigning Louisiana 
Association of | Basketball 
Coaches Small College Coach 
of the Year, the Pilots hope to 
surpass last year's record. 

"We were successful and 
hope to exceed that success, 
said McDowell. "Hopefully we 
can get to go to the NAIA Na- 
tional Tournament." 

The Pilots fell short of 
reaching the National Associa- 
tion of Intercollegiate Athletics 
National Tournament least sea- 
son, when they lost to Southern , 
University of New Orleans in 
the semi-final game of their 
conference tournament. 

The Pilots will have the op- 
portunity to avenge their lost to 
SUNO this season. The two 
teams will meet twice, with 
their first game slated for Jan. 8 
in New Orleans. 

“That will be a big game for 
them", said Jeremy Shaw, a 
sophomore English major and 
Pilots fan. "They (SUNO) are 
the conference champs, and 
LSUS has to have the confi- 
dence that they can beat them.” 


SEE PAGE 5 


Everybady loves to trash teenagers, right? 

Maybe they dont realize that we do care. That:we can make 
4 difference, Get involved in: Crime Prevention, Clean up parks. 
Teach younger kids. Start-a school or neighborheod watch. 
And help make your community safer and better for everyone. 
Together, we can prove them wrong by doing something right. 


Call Toll Free 


1-800-722-TEENS 


www. we prevent. crg 
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BY ERic PULISFER —— 


Lovedru 
“Preten 
You’re 
Alive” 


Some things are uni- 
versally accepted as be- 
ing agreeable, like 
vanilla ice cream or a re- 
freshing autumn breeze. 
Sure, the wind .may 
mess up your hair and 
you may prefer choco- 
late chip cookie dough, 
but you don't run into 
too many people who 
absolutely hate such 
simple and _ pleasant 
things. It's the same 
with music, 

Take Coldplay for 
example. I think it's a 
very rare occurrence 
that you meet someone 
who is belligerently op- 
posed to listening to the 
music of Coldplay. It's 
the recipe for music that 
is entirely unobjection- 
able. 

Ohio-based _Love- 
drug has more than just 
the eight-letter made up 
word for a name thing 
in common with Cold- 
play. They have four 


equally skinny members 
who have four equally 
plain names—Love- 
drug's Michael, David, 
Adam, Matthew to 
Coldplay's Chris, Jonny, 
Will and Guy— they 
play the same instru- 
ments —piano, guitar, 
bass and drums— and 
they both can list Radio- 
head as an obvious in- 


fluence on their sound. ~ 


lead 
singer Michael Shepard 
plays the Coldplay card 
in his lyrics too, borrow- 
ing the role of sensitive, 


Lovedrug 


super-apologetic, self- 
disparaging songwriter 
in one of the “Pretend 
You're Alive” album's 
strongest tracks "Down 
Towards the Healing." "I 
want to make you hap- 
py, but I've fallen, I'm 
sorry ... You don't know 
how cool you are, to 
find the ways to love 
me, without shame." 
Lyrics aren't Shep- 


ard's strong _— point 
though, especially when 
his words border on a 
level of nonsensical 
lameness usually only 
re- 
served 


Have a story idea? 


We want to hear tt. 


Call tis at 797-5328 


or e-mail us at 


almagest@ilLot.lsus. edu. 


for bands on the VH1 
Top 20 countdown with 
lines like “Let the thun- 
ders take me under and 
break my legs tonight." 
It lines like these, the 
ones that seem to be 
written just because 
they sound okay when 
sung, that hold Love- 
drug back from being as 
compelling as their in- 
fluences. 

The 
biggest dif- 
| ference be- 
‘| tween the 
two bands 
is the 
singing. 
Shepard's 
high- 
pitched vo- 
cals range 
from airy 
and fragile 
on the bal- 
lads to in- 
tense and 
nasal on the 
album's 
heavier 
tracks 
while al- 
ways 
sounding 
impressive. 

Though the band's 
music is similar to Cold- 
play when unleashing a 
steady pulse of piano 
chords and spacey gui- 
tar licks, their sound is 


Advertise 


much more akin to 
Muse and Sunny Day 
Real Estate era emo on 
the most of the rest of 
the albums 13 tracks. 

The album's catchi- 
est song,"Blackout,” has 
equal parts of Cold- 
play's "God Put a Smile 
Upon Your Face" and 
Brand New's "Sic Transit 
Gloria" with a pounding 
stager of bass guitar, 
acoustic guitar and 
clean-cut electric tones 
topping off in a decided- 
ly punk-pop chorus. 

Though it's not es- 
pecially unique, “Pre- 
tend You're Alive” is a 
superb debut that is dif- 
ferent enough _ from 
track to track to earn re- 
peat listens and another 
great release from Mili- 
tia Records—a tiny label 
that houses the likes of 
Copeland, Rocket Sum- 
mer, the Beautiful Mis- 
take and Noise Ratchet 
—that takes a little bit 
from everyone and 
turns it into an agree- 
able mix of emo and pi- 
ano pop that's hard not 
to like, even if it's not 
your favorite. 


KK KK 


week 


all 797-5328 for details!! 


in the Almagest and 
reach over 2000 readers a 


SPORTS 
continued from page 4 

The Pilots will 
open their season in 
Oklahoma City when 
they face Oklahoma 
Baptist University on 
Nov. 11. 

After playing Rhe- 
ma College of Okla- 
homa in Tulsa on Nov. 
6, the Pilots will return 
home to play their 
home-opener against 
Southwestern Assem- 
blies of God University 
on Noy. 12. 

Of their returning 
players, the Pilots are 
bringing back all but 
one of their role play- 
ers including, Derrick 
Sowell and LABC Co- 
Player of the Year 
Fredricko Payne. 

Due to his failure 
to meet the eligibility 
requirements, the Pi- 
lots lost Travis Cash, 
who should return in 
the spring if he meets 
the requirements this 
fall. 

The Pilots will end 
their 2004-05 season 
with a home game 
against William Carey 
College on Feb. 26, 
with GCAC tourna- 
ment play scheduled 
to begin on March 2 in 
New Orleans. 
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CONNECTIONS— 


continued from page 1 


to effectively deal with issues 
that could arise between stu- 
dents and themselves. 

Some examples of exercis- 
es used in the class are titled 
“Understanding Why People 
Do What They Do” and “Us- 
ing Tact and Staying 
Calm.” 

Among the first to 
attend the training ses- 
sions was Chancellor 
Vincent Marsala. He 
said he was impressed 
with the program and 
feels strongly about im- 
proving interactions 
between the university 
and its students. 

"This institution is 
paid for by tax payers, 
and we must never for- 
get that,” said Marsala. 
“We are here to work 
for the students. If it 
wasn't for students and 
the general public, we 
wouldn't have a job." 

The university’s de- 
pendence on students 
led to the implementation of 
this customer service-based 
program. The faculty and staff 
are hired to meet the needs of 
students, who pay to come to 
this university and are there- 
fore viewed as customers. 

The goal LSUS set out to 
achieve through this program 
is to make the campus a more 
desirable place for both 
prospective and current stu- 
dents. 

"The whole thing is to 
make us a more student- 
friendly environment,” said 
Dr. Donna Austin, dean and 
associate professor of continu- 
ing education and public serv- 
ice. "We want to be. We need 
to be.” 

Austin is also a member of 
the Change Team. "In order to 
recruit people we have to be 
nice. 

The Connections program 
was funded with money from 
the student affairs budget 
which consists of funds from 
the state and from tuition 
money. The total cost is ap- 
proximately $14,000. This 
money was used to buy in- 
structional videos and text- 
books and to train LSUS 
faculty and staff members 
how to teach the sessions. 

"We did the research, and 
the Noel-Levitz company has 
what is considered to be the 


No. 1 customer service pro- 
gram in the country, so we de- 
cided to go with that," said Dr. 
Gloria Raines, vice chancellor 
of student affairs. "It is certain- 
ly a good use of money. We all 
think it's important.” 

It hasn’t been determined 
whether or not the classes will 


“This institution is paid 
for by tax payers, and 
we must never forget 
that. We are here to 
work for the students. If 
it wasn't for the 
students and the 
general public, we 
wouldn't have a job.” 


-Vincent Marsala 
LSUS Chancellor 


be mandatory, especially for 
student workers who would 
have to be paid for their time 
in the classes. However, all 


employees of LSUS are strong- 
ly encouraged to attend. 
Rebecca Bolton, a junior 
elementary education major 
and a campus-wide lab atten- 
dant, has not attended any 
sessions, but she thinks the 
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program could be beneficial to 
her as a student worker. 

"That's our job as student 
workers—to help the stu- 
dents," said Bolton. 

She said she also feels the 
training could help her in her 
future career. 

"I don't think it's a bad 
idea, because any kind of cus- 
tomer service [training] will 
help you in your real job. It 
will help you interact with 
people after college,” said 
Bolton. 

Dr. Milton Finley, profes- 
sor and chair of history and 
social science, has already at- 
tended the sessions. While he 
feels that the motives behind 
this program are positive, he 
said he wishes more people 
would have been involved in 
the decision to bring this to 
campus. 

“I wish there had been a 
little more consultation with 
the faculty before it was im- 
plemented,” said Finley. “[The 
program] was far too long.” 

Five sessions of the class 
have already taken place over 
the summer and they will con- 
tinue to be offered once a 
month. Each class is limited to 
a maximum of 20 people. 
Over 400 people are expected 
to complete the program. 

Refreshments are offered 
at the meetings, and a gradua- 
tion ceremony takes place for 
the participants when all three 
sessions have been completed. 


$100 off 
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Save $100 when you enroll in a 
Kaplan MCAT course in September. 


Call or visit us online today. 
Only Kaplan offers complete preparation for the MCAT. 


Test Prep and Admissions 


*MCAT is a registered trademark of the Association of American Medical Colleges. * 
. 15, 25 of 35-hour Private Tutoring Programs and the ae 
iffer 


to MCAT Classroom Courses, 


1-800-KAP-TEST 
kaptest.com/mcat 


*Offer applies only 


Course. You must enroll between Seplenter 1, 2004 through September 30, 2004. 
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"They should have used 
the money to hire more securi- 
ty guards to expedite traffic 
around campus,” said Patrick. 

However, the campus po- 
lice stand behind their deci- 
sion. When it came time to 
purchase a new vehicle for the 


said their options were limited. 

The state of Louisiana en- 
tered into a lawsuit with Ford 
Motor Company, which previ- 


to burst into flames if they are 
rear ended or hit a certain way. 

Since LSUS is a state 
agency and buys its vehicles 
under state contracts, the uni- 
versity was not able to pur- 
chase the regular Crown 
Victoria cars. 

The police department was 
then given a list of vehicles 
they could purchase. They 
chose to buy a Dodge Duran- 
go, because the police-pack- 
aged vehicles were less 
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POLICE 
continued from page 1 


LSUS police, the department - 


: “The duties performed 
by LSUS police make 
the SUV a very 


lice vehicles ; wa ae capable of 
were ren- Practical choice. patrolling all 
dered un- areas of the 
safe. Some property, in- 

odels_ of -Larry LaBorde ’ cluding the 


_ LSUS Police Chief 


. equipment, he said, could not 


expensive and more useful 
than the Ford vehicles, they 
said. 

"The duties performed by 
LSUS police make the SUV a 
very practical choice,” said Lar- 
ry LaBorde, director of Univer- 
sity Police at LSUS. 

The Crown Victorias, said 
LaBorde, are still being used 
by campus police but are not 
equipped to patrol certain ar- 
eas of LSUS, such as the levee 


drive SUV, 
however, is 


levee, where 
construction 
projects are 
currently underway. 

LaBorde said the new SUV 
serves other purposes around 
campus as well. It is used to 
move equipment, such as 
parking cones, used for con- 
struction or for wind-damaged 
sites on campus. That type of 


be moved with the Crown Vic- 
torias. LaBorde also said the 
small jurisdiction of the police 
made the SUV ideal for the du- 
ties performed by the officers. 


WHAT A CHILD LEARNS ABOUT VIOLENCE 
A CHILD LEARNS FOR LIFE. 


BY JASON LIMERICK 

“*** Warning....This movie review 
is intended for mature audiences. It is lack- 
ing in moral fiber and may cause dirty 
thoughts. **** 


Vanity Fair 

If you haven't seen “Monsoon 
Wedding,” you should give it a try. 
What does that have to do with 
“Vanity Fair,” you may ask? Well, 
it's the first movie by director Mira 
Nair who directed this film, and it 
happens to be a better movie. Not 
that “Vanity Fair” wasn't a good 
flick...don't get me wrong. In fact, 
I quite enjoyed it. However, it flirts 
with the intimacy that Nair was so 
masterful at achieving in “Mon- 
soon,” but never quite achieves 
here—probably because of the 
mammoth scope of this film. 

“Vanity Fair” is an adaptation 
of William Makepeace Thackery's 
classic 19th century novel of the 
same name, which I have not read. 
And that's OK with me. 

Reese Witherspoon is really 
good here. I mean, she has her mo- 
ments, but I've never really consid- 
ered her a great actress. She's cute 
and kind of sassy—and who does- 
n't like the “Legally Blonde” 
flicks—but she had yet to really 
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ee What you need to know.” 


shine in my eyes in a dramatic 
role. Well, she carried this movie 
and man, was she good. 

She plays “Rebecca,” a 
woman not born into high society, 
who must use her intellect , charm 
and feminine wiles to make her 
way to the upper crust. She's at 
times vindictive, at times seduc- 
tive, but always in charge of the 
screen, She easily charms the audi- 
ence into submission with each 
eyelash-batting smile, and you 
can't help but root for her to make 
it to the top. 

The strong point of this flick is 
the performances. Witherspoon 
wouldn't be so convincing if it 
weren't for an amazing ensemble 
of actors surrounding her. James 
Purefoy, Jonathan Rhys-Myers, 
Bob Hoskins, Ramola Garai and 
Gabriele Byrne are scandalous in 
portraying the players of this tor- 
rid tale. Byrne is especially bad ass 
as a slimy socialite who is as 
pompous as he is rich, and plays 
those around him like a roll of the 
dice, destroying them as he sees fit 
for his amusement. In one scene he 
breaks down every member of his 
family at the breakfast table to the 
point they're all in tears and then 
strolls off, bored with it. He actual- 
ly tells his daughter-in-law, “There 
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Jason’s Flick Picks 


is not a single person in this house 
that does not wish you dead.” 
He's so cold. It was the highlight of 
the movie for me. Hoskins is good 
too, as a bumbling old lord that Re- 
becca goes off to work for. He turns 
in a great comedic performance. 

The weak point for this movie 
is the pace. This is a 19th century 
novel and it suffers from that clas- 
sic book dilemma. Oh man—does 
it drag. The story is full of ups and 
downs, and it's got some really 
great moments but damn, it feels 
like you're in there for four hours 
at least. Another thing I didn't like 
is that the story takes place over 
the span of a lifetime. Noone seems 
to age a day. Rebecca looks 25 at 
the end of the story. 

This is a chick flick, make no 
doubt about it. But it's a great one. 
The movie is alive with vibrant col- 
ors and brilliant sound. It is pas- 
sionate and dramatic and at times 
a little like a soap opera. I recom- 
mend it for anyone who likes an 
epic. xIf you can sit through it, it’s a 
nice alternative to the summer 
blockbusters that after a while 
see to slosh into one another. 
Bottom line is—good flick. 
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Collateral 


This ‘really isn't terribly time- 
ly, but ya got give me a break this 
time. I know it came out like a year 
ago, but I only got out to see one 
flick this week. I'm a busy guy, and 
I saw this one a bit ago but never 
got to review it. So hopefully, 
there's someone out there who has- 
n't seen it yet, and maybe this will 
be useful. 

Tom Cruise is trying really 
hard to get me to like him. I've nev- 
er been a big fan of his. I mean, he's 


got that annoying damn smile and - 


he's so not normal looking...I have 
trouble buying him as an every- 
man kind of character—hence, I 
have trouble relating with his on- 
screen persona. 

I mean he's good at playing 
spoiled rich guys, or really annoy- 
ing guys, but other than that he 
just doesn't do it for me. 

This seems like a typical ac- 
tion set up. A cab driver is forced 
to taxi around a hit man while he 
goes on a murderous rampage. It 
could have easily become an 
Arnold Schwarzeneggar, Marlon 
Wayans, Jerry Bruckheimer pro- 
duced action comedy poop fest. 

But under the watchful eye of 
Michael Mann it became a clinic on 
how to make a potent artistic crime 


drama. This movie is not just a 
clever hook and a bunch of explo- 
sions. This is a mature look at two 
flawed men and what the world of 
violence is really like. 

And the violence is one of my 
favorite things about the movie. 
Not just that there is violence, but 
that it's raw and realistic and dis- 
turbing. The gun shots peel off in a 
metallic shriek, and there's no div- 
ing and slow motion melodrama. 

I also love the way the movie 
was shot. Mann uses a grainy, doc- 
umentary-type film style that gives 
what you're watching a more real- 
istic feel and reduces a couple of 
larger than life actors to our level. 

And man ... has Jamie Foxx 
gone and become a great dramatic 
actor. I mean, “Any Given Sunday” 
was good, but that could have been 
a fluke. Now with this and “Ray” 
on the way, the guy is turning out 
to be a better dramatic actor than 
he was a comedian. 

Overall, the movie was great. 
It was a great variation on the now 
played out crime drama, and an 
original piece of film. 

I'd recommend it to just about 
anybody. 
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By MICHAEL SCOTT 


“Editor's note: For entertainment 


only. Not to be taken seriously! 


Aries (March 
21-April 19) 
I see 2 stars 
for today. I’m 
afraid that’s not a 
rash. It’s flesh-eating bacteria. 
But look on the bright side At 
least you're losing weight! 


Taurus 
(April 
y)|May 20) 

1 star! Lath- 
er, rinse, repeat. 
What's so hard about that? If! 
had hair that nasty I'd change 
my name to Pigpen and live 
amongst an aboriginal tribe. 


20- 


Thursday, September 9 
SGA Meeting 
10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Rec Sports - Madden Challenge 
10 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Panhellenic Recruitment 
5 p.m. 

Phi Eta Sigma 
Organizational Meeting 
10 p.m. - 11 p.m. 


Rec Sports - 


Calendar of Events 


Sunday, September 12 


Panhellenic Recruitment 


5 p.m. 


Monday, September 13 


Panhellenic Recruitment 


9:30 p.m. 


Last day to drop courses or resign 
without receiving grades of ‘W’ 


Tuesday, September 14 
Madden Challenge 


10 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Phi Mu COB Events 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 


Zeta Tau Alpha Crown Activities 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 


Hypnotist Jim Wand 
7:00 p.m. 


Chi Alpha Club Meeting 


7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 


Thursday, September 16 
SGA Meeting 
10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Phi Mu COB Events 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Zeta Tau Alpha Crown Activities 
10:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 


HORO SCOPES 


borrow some money. Let 
him— then you can charge in- 
terest. 


your learn on. Then brag about 
your smarts to your senile aunt. 


Cancer 
(June 22-July 
oe: 4 stars. It’s safe 

< to go outside 
again. The crazed platypi have 
returned to their natural habi- 
tat. But were they really there 
in the first place? Call a local 
mental health facility now. 
NOW. 


Leo (July 23- 
Aug. 22) 

3 stars. Your 
friend wants to 


salt shaker shake 
it like a salt 
shaker shake it like a salt shak- 
er. 4 stars, by the way. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
5 stars! A potato in the exhaust 


tures, it's a sign 

of friendship. 
Show everyone on campus 
how much you love them and 
your multi-cultural knowledge 
of potatoes. 


Scorpio 
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
5 stars, you 
lucky stiff! School is for 
weenies! Drop all your classes 
so the rest of us can have a de- 
cent parking spot. 
Sagittarius 
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 


in bed and try again tomorrow. 
Capricorn 

(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 4 stars. Your 
homework won't do itself! 


Wednesday, September 15 
Blood Drive 
9 a.m. -2p.m. 


Aquarius 
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
I smell cabbage...no wait, it's 3 


we could easily 
charge you for 
the paper. 
Wait...no we can't...donate 
anyway. Daddy needs a new 
pair of shoes. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) 
4 stars. Go out- 


your antes’ s Chihuahua 
from doing anything else to 
your yard. If they ask, blame it 
ona falcon or large bird of 


prey: 


